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Rejoice... Renew... Reach Out 

 
  

Harcourt Memorial United Church  
An Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Canada 

 
We are a people of God called together and sent forth by Christ to 

 

Seek | Connect | Act 
 

Our Mission: 
 

Inspired by the Spirit, we participate in Christian practices that strengthen us in the building 

of just, compassionate, and non-violent relationships 

 

Our Vision Statement: 

To be an authentic community of spiritual growth and service 

 

Our Core Values: 

Risk...Respect...Responsibility...Vulnerability...Trust 

 

Our Purpose: 

To welcome and strengthen in community all who wish to serve God and 

follow the way of Jesus 
 

 

 

Harcourt Memorial United  Church 
87 Dean Avenue, Guelph, Ontario N1G 1L3 

Office Hours: 

Monday to Friday, 9am-noon; 1pm-4pm 

Phone: 519-824-4177 
Fax: 519-824-9448 

Email: office@harcourtuc.ca 

Web: www.harcourtuc.ca 

 

Ministers:  The People with 
Reverend Miriam Flynn (ext. 222) 

                   Miriam@harcourtuc.ca  

 Reverend Jim Ball (ext. 223) 

   Jim@harcourtuc.ca 

Director of Music Ministry:  
Alison MacNeill (ext. 225) 

alison@harcourtuc.ca 

 
Church Administrator: Anne Purkis 

Worship, Communication & Technical 

Support: Shaina Ensing 
Custodian:  Darko Cikovic 
 

 

The Harcourt Herald 
Published 10 times each year 

by the 

Communications Committee 

Your contributions are welcome! 

Deadline: 20th of each month 

Sept-June 

 

Editor: Gillian Joseph 

theherald@harcourtuc.ca 

Printing:     Anne Purkis

mailto:office@harcourtuc.ca
http://www.harcourtuc.ca/
mailto:herald@harcourtuc.ca
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Worship S chedule 
 
Harcourt offers three distinct regular Sunday morning services:   
 
At 9 a.m. in the Chapel, at 10:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary and MANNA service at 
10:30 a.m. in the Friendship Room.  Nursery services are available from 10:00 to 
12 noon.  Visit our website at:  www.harcourtuc.ca for more information 
 
 
 

Communion at Harcourt  
 

We celebrate communion at Harcourt at least six times 
a year.   We tend to hold these special communal events 
once a season.   The sacrament is shared at all three of 
our worship services - the 9 a.m. chapel service, the 
10:30 a.m. sanctuary service and the 10:30 a.m. MANNA 
gathering in the Friendship Room.   
 
We include here the proposed communion dates for 
2019 for those wishing to know in advance.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

17th Century pewter Communion cup and paten.  Photo by Jim Ball 

 
Easter season.               Sunday May 5 

After Pentecost season.  Sunday June 16 
Creation season.           Sunday October 6 

Advent season.              Sunday December 1 
Christmas Eve.               Tuesday December 24 

 

http://www.harcourtuc.ca/
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by Lorraine Holding, Chair of Council 
 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлth meeting focused on reflections 
about 2018 learnings and decisions to set the stage for 
progress in 2019. 
 

¶ Sonya Wu-²ƛƴǘŜǊ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ 
with Harcourt to explore what community development 
and engagement could entail within the context of radical 
change. She identified three interwoven threads that can 
shape and inform our work as a community of faith. 
 
1.Congregational/social innovation supported by regional networks/leaders 
όŜΦƎΦ 95D9 bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀύΥ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 95D9Ωǎ 
offer to test some of their new resources and provide feedback. How might our 
learnings from experimentation help guide others in their initiatives? 
 
2.Local community partnerships: Harcourt has applied to become an 
organizational member of 10 Carden (Guelph), a hub/circle of vibrant 
community engagement conversation and workshops. Two upcoming meetings 
are other examples of potential partnerships for us: exploration of a GUM 
collaboration for refugee sponsorship and support (March 5); exploration of 
IŀǊŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ŀ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DǳŜƭǇƘ 9ƳŜǊƎency Response Plan (March 
4). 
 
3. Places of genuine/authentic encounter: There are opportunities to meet our 
neighbours (geographical and more broadly) for deeper engagement and 
understanding. (E.g. Bridging Group potluck; community conversations hosted 
by the Guelph Neighbourhood Support Coalition; the SWESH program). 
 
          We thanked Sonya for her conscientious work, leading to discussion at the 
Annual Meeting about the proposed Community Engagement Animator. 
 

¶ Lynn Hancock summarized the debriefing conversations about our 
successful experiment to host Food Trucks. The vendors are keen to return for a 
longer period of time. We decided to support Lynn in her negotiation with the 
vendors for Food Truck Mondays, potentially from May to September. Once 
confirmed, Lynn will lead a team to coordinate the project.  
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¶ We reflected on the January 29th gathering of GUM Conversations for Change. 
Participants are challenged to try something new/different before the next gathering 
to increase our familiarity with the other churches. 
 

¶ Pat Martin presented the coveǊŀƎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WƛƳ .ŀƭƭΩǎ ǎŀōōŀǘƛŎŀƭΣ !ǇǊƛƭ м ǘƻ WǳƴŜ олΦ 
Rev. Mary Savage (retired) will provide a part-time Ministry of Companionship & 
Presence (pastoral care and worship leadership) and Judy Steers will assist with 
MANNA leadership. Lay liturgists and some guest speakers complete the calendar. 
We thank the Sabbatical Coordinating Team for their diligent and timely work. 

 
          ²Ŝ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŀƴƪƛƴƎ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ [ŜƴƴƻȄ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ IŀǊŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ 
lay representative to Waterloo Presbytery. Her commitment and experience within the wider 
church have been valued contributions to our Council and the Presbytery Education & 
Students Committee. 
 
          The Congregation's input and endorsement at our Annual Meeting on February 24 will 
help determine our 2019 achievements as we continue our Harcourt 20/20 journey. With faith 
and hope. 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Cartoon by Roz Stephenson 
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The Neighbourhood Lens 
 

 

What I s Love? A Story Night Tour   
        by Parish Collective - Edge - ReImagine (United Church of  

          Canada) 

 

We search for it every day. We look for it in relationships with 
our friends and families, our coworkers. We search for it 
through sports, the arts, spiritual community. What if what we 
are searching for could be found right where we are? What if 

what we are looking for is in our neighbourhoods? There is inherent 
value to be seen to belong right where we are and there is a gold mine 
of wonder, giftedness and love to be discovered in the places we live.  
March 6 Planet Bean Cafe on Gordon St, Guelph at 7:00 PM.  Contact 
the Church Office for more information (see poster below). 
 

An Urgent Call from the United Church to Sponsor LGBTQIA 

Refugees 

 
Did you know that the United Church of Canada is one of the few faith based 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ [GBTQIA Refugee Program?  Did you 
know that there are more LGBTQIA people seeking refuge than there are sponsors?  
Being gay is still a crime in 70 countries.  Add your voice to the conversation through the 
new United Church LGBTQIA refugee web resource.  https://www.united-
church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/sponsoring-lgbtiq2-refugee 
 
 

Guelph mayor's homelessness task force releases report 

A report submitted by aŀȅƻǊ /ŀƳ DǳǘƘǊƛŜΩǎ ǘŀǎƪ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻƴ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ lays out top five 
priorities and financial commitments needed to tackle homelessness and addictions in Guelph.   
Some of these issues, such as the recovery room, Welcoming Streets and the court support 
worker, have been identified as immediate priorities, with discussions now underway to 
secure funding.  https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9184712-guelph-mayor-s-
homelessness-task-force-releases-report/  

 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/what-is-love-a-story-night-tour-tickets-54607990971#listing-organizer
https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/sponsoring-lgbtiq2-refugee
https://www.united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/sponsoring-lgbtiq2-refugee
https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9184712-guelph-mayor-s-homelessness-task-force-releases-report/
https://www.guelphmercury.com/news-story/9184712-guelph-mayor-s-homelessness-task-force-releases-report/
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Committee and Group News  

 
The HST on the Washroom Construction has arrived! 
by Dave Hume, Chair of Property Committee 
 
          On Feb. 6th a welcome cheque arrived that is the partial repayment of the PST and HST 
paid on items that Harcourt purchased during the construction of the Accessible Washrooms. 
The amount of the repayment was $24,128.45. That amount now helps to rebuild the Property 
Pillar to $60,366. With the amount held back for catastrophes and the market reserve against 
drops in the financial markets, there are only $31,740 in available funds that can be applied to 
building-related emergencies. I thank members of the Congregation who contributed this past 
year to rebuilding the Property Pillar. 
 
          I also thank Marilyn Parr for applying for and getting the PST and HST rebate. In addition, 
I would also like to thank the members of the Washroom Building Committee, Joan Barham, 
Jean Julian, Lynda Jessop-Lew, Michael Hofer, Mark Sears, Kent Hoeg and Murray Woods 
(treasurer) for bringing the construction of the washrooms to a successful completion.  
 

 
 
Caroline Harcourt Women To Talk About Proposed Sanctuary Changes  
by Lynn Hancock 
 

!Ô &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȭÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ 2ÕÔÈ Tatham braved the wintry elements to help us relate to 
the life of Mary, mother of Jesus.  With her Bible by her side and notes to prompt her, Ruth 
ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÄ ÕÓ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ-ÁÒÙ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÎÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÈÅÁÒÔȢȱ  2ÕÔÈ 
left us with much to ponder in our hearts. 
 

On March 11th  at 11:45 a.m.  Lynn Hancock will be inviting questions and/or 
ÆÅÅÄÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !Ä (ÏÃ 3ÅÁÔÉÎÇ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ  7ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÄ ÏÆ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ "ÏÎÅȭÓ 
remarkable sanctuary model, Lynn will be encouraging women to imagine how the 
ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔ (ÁÒÃÏÕÒÔȭÓ ÅÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ !ÌÌ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ 
welcome so come and join us downstairs in the Friendship Room.  Please bring your bag 
lunch and be prepared for warm hospitality and sweet treats. 
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What:      A gentle group fitness class 

Where:    Harcourt United Church, 87 Dean Ave.  Guelph 

                   (in the gymnasium) 

   When:     Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. 

   Who:       Adults age 55+, any fitness level, join anytime! 

 

A donation of $2.00 a class is gratefully appreciated 

The trained volunteer leader will adapt the class program to accommodate any fitness level, 

seated or standing versions. 

Classes have aerobic, strength, balance and stretching components. 

    

Guelph Wellington Seniors Association 
  

Feeling Better Move Well Program   
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Honour a Loved One This Easter 

by Barb Friend, Chair of  Chancel  
 

Would you like to continue our tradition of 
honouring loved ones or to celebrate a special event by 
donating towards the purchase of an Easter plant? If so, 
please contact Barbara Friend at barfriend52@gmail.com; 
cell: 519-803-5032 or home: 519-763-5032 by April 15th.     
 

Sanctuary Seating Consultation Update 
by Steve Pierce, Committee Chair 
 

The consultation process is well underway in a number of areas.  Two of the three 
scheduled focus groups have met.  One of the groups was cancelled due to weather.  
Consideration is being given to scheduling another group.  The number of people who 
attended the two focus groups was low; however, the discussions were helpful to the 
Committee as it gathers information about the idea of having chairs in the sanctuary instead of 
pews. 
 

Stan Bunston, who is not a committee member and is a Spiritual Companion at 
Harcourt, is available as a resource for people who may wish to have some support during this 
process.    
 

A survey is now in place and people can access it at:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NLNYCGN.   
 

 

 

VIEW THE 2018 HARCOURT ANNUAL REPORT ONLINE AT: 
HTTPS://WWW.HARCOURTUC.CA/ASSETS/UPLOADS/2019/02/ANNU
AL-REPORT-2018-FINAL-REV-FEB-15.2019.PDF 

mailto:barfriend52@gmail.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NLNYCGN
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A paper copy of the survey is also available in the greeting area.  We are asking that 
surveys be completed by Feb. 28, 2019. 
 

Visits to churches which have made the change from pews to chairs are underway.  The 
following churches have been visited:  Westminster United in Orangeville, St. James Anglican 
and Three Willows United in GueƭǇƘΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ DŜƻǊƎŜǘƻǿƴΦ  !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
planned for Eglinton-{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ {ǘΦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƻƻŘǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ 
United in London.  Each church is asked various questions about their experiences in making 
the change and pictures are taken as well. 
 

Consultation has begun with those groups who rent/use the sanctuary for their 
activities.  Current users/renters of the sanctuary will be asked for feedback regarding any 
impact having chairs might have regarding their use of the space. 
 

The Committee continues to collect information regarding types of chairs, the cost of 
the chairs, costs related to pew removal and any additional operational costs.  Items such as 
flooring and storage will also be considered.      
 

Feel free to contact any of the Committee members who are available to receive 
feedback and to answer any questions.  The members of the Committee are Alison MacNeill, 
Dave Hume, Sandy Middleton, Lynn Hancock, Roz Stevenson, Elizabeth Bone, Carolyn 
Davidson and Steve Pierce.   
 
 

 

Some Ash Wednesday Reading for the Family 

by Mary-Lou Funston, Library Committee  
  
  
        Since Ash Wednesday is coming up very soon, I have 
included some suggestions for Lenten reading, as well as two 
other volumes that will, hopefully, appeal to others in the 
congregation. 
  
 FOR LENT:   
  
    *     What's in A Word  40: Words of Jesus for the 40 Days of 
Lent    David Winter            242.34 WIN 
                Each day includes a suggested Bible verse, a homily on 
the topic for the day, a short (one sentence) reflection, a one-
sentence prayer and a question for discussion or thought. 
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    *     There's No ATM in the Wilderness  Daily Reflections for Lent                                    242 UNI 
                This small book "invites you into a spiritual journey that explores your relationship 
with money and its impact on your faith life." 
  
    *     Easter From The Backside            J. Ellsworth Kalas                                                    242.3 KAL 
                This volume has 7 chapters, each of which approaches Easter from a different 
perspective.  The author says, "I begin in the Garden of Eden and end in heaven, which seems 
to me to be a pretty good Lenten trip." 
  
FOR GENERAL READING:    
  
    *     Grandparenting as a Sacred Gift   The United Church of Canada                        248.8 HUN 
            This small volume is divided into 3 Parts: Faith Reflection, Grandparenting Experiences, 
and Resources to Support Spiritual Grandparenting. 
            If this catches your interest and you want to know more, check with Ellice Oliver who 
donated the book to the library. 
  
    *     The Evolution of God            Robert Wright                                                                200 WRI 
            This is a "weighty" work in every sense.   The author explores the development of 
religion from earliest times to the present day.  In his words, "...I contend that the history of 
religion presented in this book, materialist though it is, actually affirms the validity of a 
religious worldview...that is in some meaningful sense religious." 
  
FOCUS ON YOUTH:   
  
    *     Never Ask Delilah for a Trim...And Other Good Advice    
          Devotions for Young People YP 242 BOL 
            "Focusing on the Gospel of Matthew, [the author] helps teens think about how their 
choices reflect God's priorities."   
  
    *     The Wing                             Ray Buckley                                                                    J BUC 
            A lovely tale of loss and healing, in a most unexpected way, with wonderful results 
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A Call from the Worship Committee  
by Sandy Middleton, Chair 
 
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord. 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
(Hymn 509 in Voices United) 
 

After six years of devoted service, for which we are all most grateful, Jean Hartmans has 
indicated that she will step down from her responsibilities as Ushering Coordinator on 31 
August, 2019. Accordingly, the Worship Committee is looking for a new coordinator to take 
over from Jean. If you have an interest in undertaking this responsibility, the Worship 
Committee would love to hear from you. Jean has kindly offered to share her expertise and 
knowledge of what is required with whoever feels called to fill this role on behalf of the 
congregation. If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact Sandy Middleton, either 
by e-mail: smiddlet@uoguelph.ca or by telephone at 519 836-3033. 
 

Further, we are always looking for new lay readers and worship leaders who can assist 
the ministers from time to time. If you would like to share your talents in this way you can 
contact Sandy either by e-mail or phone (see above). 
 

Community News 
 

Elizabeth Bone Builds a Sanctuary 
 
          Harcourt member Elizabeth Bone has 
built a model of the Harcourt sanctuary 
which can be viewed in the Greeting Area of 
the church. Harcourt is currently in 
conversation about the possibility of 
changing from pews to chairs and Elizabeth 
has created a scale model of the sanctuary as 

a visible representation of this potential change. To see the process involved in building the 
moŘŜƭΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻƴ IŀǊŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀǘΥ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk7uROndD8o 
 

mailto:smiddlet@uoguelph.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk7uROndD8o
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The Sanctuary Seating Consultation Continues ς Take the Survey 
 

The following dates and times have been scheduled for anyone in the Harcourt 
community wanting to join a focus group to discuss the proposal to remove the pews and 
replace ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƛǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ άtƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀ ƘŀƭŦ ƘƻǳǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜŀŎƘ 
focus group and a short survey will be administered.  The survey, which needs to be submitted 
by February 28th, is also available in paper format in the Greeting Area or it can be completed 
online at: https://harcourtuc.us18.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=69adb24e5d872f3639b4ca837&id=aa91ea645f&e=1adf853151 
 
 
 

Your Harcourt Kitchen Gets a Good Wipe Down 

by Carol Jones 

Your Harcourt kitchen is a much used space both as a rental facility and for the many 
Harcourt activities that it regularly supports. It always needs to be in top condition. During 

February, with the help of 
Cisca Vanderkamp, Alice 
Carey, Fran Holden, and 
Judy Cimino we have been 
busy cleaning out 
cupboards, polishing the 
surfaces and generally 
putting a shine to the place. 
!ƴŘΧǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
great fellowship while 
tending to a much needed 
task. MANY THANKS to a 
wonderful crew!  

4ÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ #ÈÕÒÃÈ Ȱ/ÂÓÅÒÖÅÒȱ ÍÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÉÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÇÏÉÎÇ 
changes to its format, opening its space to articles and 
readership from a wider den ominational and non -
denominational  group of people.  For more information visit: 
https://ucobserver.org/editorials/2019/02/observer_chang
es/  
 

https://harcourtuc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69adb24e5d872f3639b4ca837&id=aa91ea645f&e=1adf853151
https://harcourtuc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69adb24e5d872f3639b4ca837&id=aa91ea645f&e=1adf853151
https://ucobserver.org/editorials/2019/02/observer_changes/
https://ucobserver.org/editorials/2019/02/observer_changes/

