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Harcourt Memorial United Church
An Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Canada

We are a people of God called together and sent forth by Christ to

Rejoice ... Renew ... Reach Out
whose Mission is to

...welcome into community all who wish to serve God and follow the way of Jesus
...receive and proclaim GodÕs reconciling healing power in all of life

...work with love within the congregation and in the world.

Vision Statement:
As we venture into the 21st century, we will be an inviting, 

relevant and vibrant Christian community that celebrates our 
diversity, expands our traditions of worship, explores the 

wonder and mystery of our faith, and listens for and responds 
to individual, local and global needs.



from WendyÕs Desk
Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things.

Every creature is full of God and is a book about God.
Every creature is a word of God.

– Meister Eckhart

Spring feels awfully elusive as I write this, the 
cold winds and driving rain having beaten our un-
usually warm spring into submission for the mo-
ment, but I know that it wonÕt be long until weÕre 
into full blown summer heat and humidity. That 
means that the fall really isnÕt so very far away! 
While not trying to rush the seasons (IÕm looking 
forward to lazy summer days on the dock as much 
as the next person) I do want to 
give you a heads up about some-
thing new that will be taking 
place at Harcourt in September. 

On Sunday, September 26, our worship will 
have a distinct and wonderful focus as we celebrate 
our very first Blessing of the Animals Service. On 
that day we will acknowledge GodÕs good creation, 
our human connectedness with all living creatures 
and, most particularly, the unique and loving rela-
tionships that so many us enjoy Ð or have enjoyed 
Ð with those special animals we call our pets. 

Pet Blessing services are not new to the Chris-
tian tradition. In the Roman Catholic tradition, Oc-
tober 4 is the feast day for St. Francis of Assisi. St. 
Francis is remembered for his consideration of and 
identification with all elements of creation. Many 
legends have been passed down through the gen-
erations about his special rapport with animals. 

It is said to have been so great that he preached 
to the birds and tamed a wolf with his words! 
Wherever the truth in that lies, many churches over 
many years have acknowledged his feast day by 
inviting people to bring their pets to church to re-
ceive a special blessing on or around that date. 

I was privileged to plan and participate in six 
Blessing of the Animals services in my previous 
ministry and, over the years, I came to see that the 
real blessings to be had actually are ours. There is 
something powerful in the relationships we are 
privileged to enjoy with the animals who intimately 
share our lives, loving us unconditionally in a way 
few humans can express and touching our souls in 
profoundly spiritual and healing ways. And there is 
something equally powerful in sharing a pew with 
the pet you love and who loves you.

Your Worship Committee and ministry team 
trust that this blessing of our animal companions 
will be a joyful, sacred and meaningful worship 

event. All animals (and birds, and 
fish and reptiles, too) are wel-
come, including stuffed animals 
and photos or mementos of ani-

mals who have departed from this life. As respon-
sible pet owners, we trust that each one of us will 
take care to suitably restrain our pets as is appro-
priate to their species.

Our worship will take place in the chapel at 
9:00 and in the sanctuary at 10:30. If the weather is 
cooperative, the hands-on blessing of our pets will 
take place in the garden. We invite you, your fam-
ily, friends, neighbours and co-workers Ðand their 
pets Ð to come and worship with us on September 
29, 2010.

Watch for more information in early September. 
In the meantime, if you would like to be part of the 
planning for our first Blessing of the Animals serv-
ice, please let Peter Gill, Jim or me know. There are 
dog biscuits to be baked and certificates to create, 
among other things. In the meantime, if youÕd like 
to hear about the cat that got loose in the choir loft 
or the dog who pronounced the benediction, come 
talk to me. IÕve got lots of stories to tell!
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Apprehend God in all things,
for God is in all things.
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from JimÕs Desk
April and May seem to have reversed roles this 

year. As I write the daffodils and tulips are shaking 
in the cold, damp wind, disappointed, as we are, 
that warmer days have not quite arrived. But take 
heart, they will come. We are entering the church 
season of Pentecost, whose symbol is fire, and 
which traditionally arrives in the second half of the 
Spring. In spite of the chill, this new season in the 
Christian year focuses on growth - specifically on 
the life and work of the Church. It is about what we 
do with our lives once we have stepped beyond the 
tether of loss and the chill of grief and found our 
way back to the starting line of joyful living. It is 
also about the purposeful living that can be found 
even in the midst of ongoing loss and grief. For 
these feelings can find us even as flowers bloom. 

Easter - the season that has just ended - is all 
about loss, its many facets, and the journey back to 
hope. It examines the normal reactions to death 
such as withdrawal (which is what the disciples do 
behind locked doors) and flight (which is what two 
of the disciples do by leaving Jerusalem for Em-
maus). It also explores strategies for coping, such 
as being together, and building community, which 
prepare the way for new life.

The question that is raised as we transition from 
Easter to Pentecost is: ÔWhat is the proper soil for 
healthy community growth?Õ Or put differently: 
ÔWhat is the foundation for building healthy and 
authentic community?Õ There are, of course, many 
possible answers to the question. Let me respond 
by sharing a story about the experience of a friend 
and what he learned from it. 

Paul Newman was born of missionary parents in 
China. He was only a young boy when the com-
munist revolution changed the political face of his 
homeland and sent missionary families packing. 

He completed his growing years back in Canada 
where he developed into one of the United 
ChurchÕs most respected theologians. Early in 
PaulÕs teaching career he was invited to return to 
the region of his birth to take up a teaching position 
at the university in Hong Kong. This he did, with 
his wife Edith, and their budding family. During 
the course of his tenure there he and Edith adopted 
a young orphan. For two years they raised him as 
their own, struggling through the turbulent period 
of adjustment that all adoptive parents encounter 
when dealing with children who have experienced 
rejection and loss, and making progress, celebrat-
ing their growing relationship with this bright and 
energetic young boy.

Then one day, while the youth was out playing, 
a sudden and violent rainstorm broke over the col-
ony causing mudslides. The lad was swept away 
and perished. Paul and Edith were heartbroken. It 
was a crushing loss that left them winded, hurt, and 
numb. They were still in shock when they landed 
in Canada a month later, in Saskatoon, where Paul 
was scheduled to continue his teaching career. 
Their new home, though comfortable and fur-
nished, seemed empty to them, and as they moved 
their belongings in they were acutely aware of a 
profound gap, an absence, in their lives. The boxes 
were not all unpacked when news reached them 
that just down the street, while riding his bicycle, a 
young boy was killed by a passing car. Suddenly 
Paul and Edith found themselves visiting in the 
home of the young boy, holding his heartbroken 
parents in the time of their loss and grief. Paul saw 
no meaning, or higher purpose, in the deaths of two 
children so close together. He was certain that the 
God he believed in was as heartbroken as he was, 
as Edith was, and as the other parents were. But he 
found in that profoundly difficult time that he was 
able to look to his own experience of brokenness, 
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despair and grief Ð and to its unrelenting weight Ð 
and use it as a bridge to others. It was not his skill 
or strength, but his wound that linked him and his 
family to the family down the street, that reduced 
the sense of isolation both families were feeling. 
Though the little graves were on opposite sides of 
the world, the families discovered that they were 
now standing on common ground.

And Jesus, in an effort to prepare his disciples 
for moments of loss, said, ÒI will not leave you 
desolate...I will pray...and send a Comforter.Ó  And 
so Pentecost comes. As ChristÕs body in the world, 
we embody that Spirit of comfort and carry it to 
others as best we can. What my friend Paul discov-
ered is that we do so not only out of our strength 
but also and more frequently out of our vulnerabil-
ity. Indeed, the foundation for authentic community 
Ð the nourishing soil for growth Ð is intimately 
linked to the level of our ownership of our vulner-
ability and hurt, and to 
our willingness to let 
the Spirit use such 
experiences and feel-
ings to be a bridge to 
others who are simi-
larly wounded. As an 
angel in an old travel-
ing Chautauqua play 
says to a man who is 
searching for healing: 
ÒDo not forget that it is 
your wound that allows 
your words to tremble 
into the hearts of oth-
ers.Ó

May GodÕs Spirit be 
with us all as we continue 
at Harcourt to reach for 
and reflect the values and 

qualities that contribute to authentic community in 
this place - the kind of community that comforts, 
carries and recreates us and others, whatever the 
season, whatever the conditions. Pentecost Bless-
ings!

Jim
PS: This reflection emerged as a response to con-
versations Wendy and I have been having lately, 
along with lay leaders, about the role of core values 
in the life of a faith community. While the words 
are mine, the sentiments shared represent wisdom 
carried by many here. My thanks go out to Wendy, 
to the lay leaders, and to the many others whose 
faithful owning of their vulnerability creates 
bridges of authentic relationship and care, reflect-
ing what St. Paul calls Òthe still more excellent 
way.Ó
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Guess Who's Turning 85?

from Harcourt Church Council

The United Church of Canada!! Ð as of June 10, 2010.!In 1925, through 

an Act of Parliament, the Methodist, Congregationalist, and two-thirds of 

the Presbyterian churches in Canada amalgamated to create The United 

Church of Canada. We will celebrate the contributions that the United 

Church has made to Canadian life and culture on June 6, 2010, the Sunday 

closest to the Anniversary date.!

There are some 3,200 United Church Congregations in!Canada today, 

and those communities of faith are one of the strengths in society and the 

places!that provide the roots for many down-to-earth, hands-on, caring and 

service activities.!If you would like to celebrate this 85th Anniversary with a 

special gift, we invite you to make a special "85"!contribution to the life 

and work of the Harcourt congregation Ð perhaps $85, or $8.50, or $850, or 

É dream on! Harcourt Congregation has an ambitious "Miracle" budget for 

this year and these!celebratory "85" gifts will go towards ensuring this con-

gregation continues to provide a strong church community with active out-

reach and service activities. Happy Anniversary!
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vcb9n       Children & Youth News       k ds !
Super G is a group that meets most Friday 

nights from 7:00 Ð 9:00. All grade 6-10 youth 
are invited to attend, and they are welcome to 
bring a friend. In June, we look forward a pool 
party, doing the Amazing Race that we had to 
cancel earlier, and a camping weekend if we 
are able to get a date that suits for all. 

Suzanne Webster
Merrill Pierce

ChildrenÕs Church

Thank you very much for the response to 
my request for volunteers last month! Your 
support has been appreciated all year. In June, 
we will hear stories from the season after Pen-
tecost. At the June 20th worship service, we are 
going to have a special recognition of various 
volunteers involved with ChildrenÕs Church 
this year. Please mark that date on your calen-
dar. The last Sunday before school gets out, 
June 27th, we will be having a celebration day 
of games, activities and food during ChildrenÕs 
Church.

Breakfast CafŽ:

During June we will be looking at the ways 
we can respect and care for creation by doing a 
youth workshop written by the Mission and 
Service committee from The United Church of 
Canada. At the service on June 20th, we plan to 
honour all volunteers who have worked 

with the youth this year, so 
please mark the date on your 

calendar. The youth will also 
be helping the children cele-

brate the last Sunday before summer holidays 
on June 27th, by leading the games and activi-
ties. 

Summer Volunteers Needed:

We need volunteers to lead ChildrenÕs 
Church during the summer months. It only 
takes eight people to each volunteer one week 
to provide a program for the children during 
the summer. The program can include showing 
movies, taking the children to the park, or play-
ing games outside. Please consider committing 
to just one week! Teens are also welcome to 
volunteer. If you are interested, and want to 
learn more, please contact:

Merrill Pierce  at 519-836-8867
 or smpierce@sympatico.ca

Pilot Project:

During most of the months of March and 
April, we tried a new way of doing ChildrenÕs 
Church where the children went directly to the 
Friendship Room when they arrived at church. 
This was an effort to make the music, prayers 
and message more appropriate for the children. 
During May and June, we are inviting the chil-
dren back into the sanctuary at the beginning of 
church, where the worship team will be trying 
to make the music, prayer and theme conversa-
tion more meaningful for the children. They 
will go to the Friendship Room after the theme 
conversation to hear the story and do activities 
as they have done in the past. 

We will be inviting your feedback to these 
two ways of doing ChildrenÕs Church in June.

mailto:smpierce@sympatico.ca
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Food for the Journey
from the Spiritual Life Committee

A Year's Worth of ÒAwakeningsÓ

Each month since September 2009, the Spiri-
tual Life Committee has encouraged someone 
from the congregation to stand up and share a 
moment in their faith journey. And to help set the 
stage for each testimony, we wrote an article in 
the Harcourt Herald about the aspect of the spiri-
tual journey the person would talk about.

As we started the series, we deÞned prayer as 
waking up to the presence of God no matter 
where I am or what I am doing. It was our hope, 
in bringing you this series of articles as well as a 
testimony each third Sunday, that you might try to 
improve some skills of ÒnoticingÓ  God in the very 
ordinariness of life, and that 
you might even try, renew or 
develop some practices that 
would enhance your aware-
ness of the presence of the 
Divine. It was our hope that, gradually, you would 
come to experience your life as unfolding Òin 
God's Midst.Ó

In September, Bill Lord shared his experience 
of the unexpectedness of an encounter with the 
mystery of life, and encouraged us to be open and 
expectant and to receive these moments as gift. In 
October, Peter Jackson shared the impact on his 
life of a series of such encounters - a life of Òsmall 
nudges and big shocksÓ  and how one makes sense 
of all this. The theme was trusting one's experi-
ence and being ready for the cyclic nature of our 
spiritual journey. 

In November, Marg Bates spoke movingly 
about ÒhearingÓ  God's ÒvoiceÓ  at a particularly 
painful time in her life. We explored with her the 

characteristics of such an awakening. We noted 
that God's ÒvoiceÓ  was most often very surprising; 
we often experience an insight Ð an Òaha!Ó  - into 
an opaque situation that we had not managed to 
see through; we often experience a sense of deep 
relief, as if a heavy burden has been removed; the 
moment comes as ÒgiftÓ  - unmerited, unexpected, 
unplanned and unexplainable; and the incident 
reverberates in our lives for a long time and 
brings about a lasting sense of spiritual freedom.

In our January article, we deÞned a Òspiritual 
practiceÓ  as any regular, intentional activity which 
opens us to God's presence so that we might be 
transformed. We heard Steve Dyck describe how 
he came to see his marriage as a spiritual practice 
by listening intently, in and through the strains of 
daily interaction, to hear what God might be call-

ing him to. In February, 
Sandy Middleton shared 
how he had to learn to Òlis-
tenÓ  for God in new and dif-
ferent ways from what he 

had expected. It was the process of a regular and 
intentional discipline of daily meditation and de-
votion that enabled him soften the edges of his 
expectations and ready him for unexpected expe-
riences of God's Presence. His ÒawakeningÓ  oc-
curred when he realized that God had been there 
all along; only not quite as he had expected.

In March, Ellice Oliver talked about how tak-
ing up the spiritual practice of journalling placed 
her in a position to be awakened. Awakened Þrst 
of all to the grace in the small events of daily life, 
but then awakened to the power of journalling 
itself, which in turn led to an awakening to the 
unfolding of her own becoming; awareness of the 
Ònarrative logicÓ in her life, Þnally, coming to see
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We defined prayer as waking up to 
the presence of God no matter 

where I am or what I am doing.

>> ÒA YearÕs WorthÓ continued on p.10
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“A Year’s Worth…” from page 7
that her life unfolds according to a deep internal 
and mysterious logic of God's Love at work 
within her. 

In April , Allison McDonald spoke to us of her 
awakening to the fact that, as a young person, she 
was on a Òfaith journeyÓ  which, in a safe and sup-
portive environment, would bring her to start 
Òowning,Ó  in her own distinctive way and in the 
light of her own experiences, the faith she had 
been taught. In May, Virginia Robinson described 
how she was led to explore spiritual practices 
from other faith traditions in order to honour her 
growing awareness of her inner life, and how this 
journey ÒoutsideÓ  opened her to the treasures of 
spiritual practices within the Christian tradition. 

Finally, in June, we will hear of Vera Dyck's 
long journey to learn to inhabit her body, to trust 
it, to listen to it, to experience it as a vehicle of 
God's Word to her. She invites us to see our lives 
as sacred stories.  Our life is God's communica-
tion with us. 

So now it's time to take stock... How has God 
touched you throughout this year on your spiritual 
journey? What experiences or concepts have 
helped you better frame your own experience of 
God in your life? What spiritual practices have 
you tried or renewed this year? How might you 
share with others a moment of your own spiritual 
journey so that all might celebrate and learn? If it 
has the support of the Worship Committee, the 
Spiritual Life Committee intends to continue this 
aspect of Sunday worship next year: if you feel 
moved to share your spiritual journey, please con-
tact Andre Auger at 519-824-6329 or 
aauger002@gmail.com

– m –

Food for the Journey
from the Spiritual Life Committee

Discovering our Incarnational Faith
When someone talks about the ÒIncarnationÓ 

what do you think of? You probably think of the 
Birth of Jesus. We tend to see the Incarnation as a 
single event that occurred in Jesus and nowhere 
else: ÒGod was in Christ, reconciling the world to 
himselfÓ  (2 Cor 5:19) For many of us, this exter-
nal view of the Incarnation grounds much of our 
faith. 

This view, however, combined with the deep-
seated belief that we are fundamentally Òde-
pravedÓ  through ÒOriginal Sin,Ó  doesn't always 
allow much room for that other orthodox incarna-
tional theology of ÒOriginal BlessingÓ  and the 
belief that we are the Òtemples of the Holy Spirit.Ó 
In this understanding, God incarnates in each of 
us and in all of creation all of the time.

Vera Dyck, in our ÒAwakeningÓ  moment in 
June, will describe her Òaha!Ó  moment when she 
stopped running away from herself into intellec-
tualized and dissociated images of the Holy and 
began to trust that God was present in her very 
being, her body. 

Christianity has always been vulnerable to 
Gnosticism, that belief in a body-soul dualism 
which states that the body is evil, and that the way 
to heaven is through puriÞcation of ÒimpureÓ  bod-
ily concerns. Christianity through a Gnostic lens 
maintains that heaven can be reached through as-
cetic practices, denial of pleasure, denial of self, 
eradication of selÞshness. 

We need to be reminded over and over that an 
authentic Christian faith is ÒincarnationalÓ  - that is 
Òenßeshed,Ó  Òembodied.Ó  Genesis repeats over 
and over with each moment of God's mythical 
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creation of things, animals, plants, and humans 
that God says ÒIt is good!Ó  Our bodies are not an 
obstacle to holiness Ð they are our very vehicles 
for holiness. Theresa of Avila reminds us that 
Christ has no hands and feet but ours to do his 
work of healing and love. Jesus' great command-
ment states clearly that we are to love our neigh-
bours as ourselves. The love we show ourselves is 
to be the measure of the love we ought to show 
others. Self-loathing, self-denial, and self-
abnegation do not position us well to love others.

Many of us need to learn to inhabit our body, 
to trust it, to listen to it, to experience it as a vehi-
cle of God's Word to each of us. We need to live 
the experiences that life provides us with the atti-
tude that our life is God's communication with us. 
We need to see our lives as Òsacred stories.Ó

Simeon the New Theologian, writing in the 
11th century says, almost scandalously, 

We awaken in Christ's body
! as Christ awakens our bodies
And my poor hand is Christ, he enters my foot, !
and is infinitely me.
I move my hand, and wonderfully
! my hand becomes Christ,
becomes all of him (for God is indivisibly whole, !
seamless in his Godhood).
I move my foot, and at once He appears
! like a flash of lightening.
Do my words seems blasphemous?
! – Then open your heart to him.

And so we celebrate our lives as they are, we 
celebrate ourselves as we are, with our short-
comings and our strengths, with our failures and 
our successes. We are where we encounter God Ð 
in our experiences, in our lives, in our bodies.

How might you see yourself as Christ's hands 
and feet in your world? What practices might you 

engage in which would help you listen to your 
life, your body? In what ways might we celebrate 
an incarnational faith in our Sunday services?

Announcement changes!
Worship Committee

Harcourt is experimenting to Þnd ways to re-
duce our use of paper yet still effectively deliver 

information to the congrega-
tion. To this end, announce-
ments will no longer be put 
in the bulletins. Instead, you 

will see them on the screen 
before the service begins, and on 

an announcement sheet available in 
the sanctuary for pick up for those 

who prefer a hard copy. As well, they will 
go on our website www.harcourtuc.ca. We en-
courage people to make a habit of checking the 
Harcourt website on a regular basis.

Verbal announcements in church will be lim-
ited to events that need to be emphasized and to 
the Ôhot ßashesÕ Ð events so new that they 
couldnÕt meet that week's deadline. With only 
three hot ßashesÕ per Sunday, time will be re-
stricted to one minute per announcement.

For those preparing announcements, please 
note they must be received by the Church OfÞce 
by Thursday morning at 10:00 am.
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Healing Service
The Healing Service normally held on the 

second Wednesday of each month will not 
take place in June, July and August. News of 
what will be happening come September will 
appear in a future edition of the Herald.



June Update from
the Property Committee

Dave Hume, Chair

 During May there were a number of events 
involving the Property Committee. On May 1st, 
we had a Clean-Up Day. The Harcourt Scouts and 
their leaders agreed to lend a hand too. In total, 16 
people showed up. The Beavers picked up all the 
evergreen cones under the trees. Most of the rest 
of us cleaned windows. All of the Sanctuary win-
dows got cleaned and most of the lower ßoor 
windows. Thanks in particular to Marta and Mal-
colm Coutts, Brady Deaton, Scout Leaders, Bea-
vers, Cubs and their parents, plus members of the 
Property Committee. 

 On May 14th, Property Committee men with 
chain saws arrived and we took down 1" trees on 
the north side of the parking lot. Now the younger 
trees will have room to grow.

 Thanks to Walter Johnson, there is a new stor-
age cupboard in the Friendship Room for Sunday 
School material.

 During May the Property Committee, along 
with several other individuals or groups, did an 
inventory of the contents of the church for insur-
ance updates. We are also negotiating for a new 
riding mower for the Church Property. Dave 
Hume attended a meeting at Erb Street Mennonite 
Church in Kitchener on solar electricity genera-
tion.

Over 100 people attended. We will be inviting 
a speaker from that meeting to come and discuss 
solar generation with our ÒGreen SubcommitteeÓ, 
Property Committee members and some of the 
Church Council.

 Over the summer, the Property Committee 
will be renovating the ceiling in the Friendship 
Room, removing the old incandescent Þxtures and 
installing more efÞcient and better lighting. We do 
keep busy!
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Our Youth!
Janet Gostonyi

On Sunday, May 16th there was a very special service at Harcourt Ð it was Youth Sunday. The 

service was opened with three young voices singing Let It Be in harmony with our choir singing in 

part with them, moving and preparing us.

Young people from elementary school, high school, university and adulthood conducted the 

service. They read, sang, played the piano, acted our the Bible story and expressed very honestly 

how they shared their Christian faith. In the midst of this, Virginia Robinson shared her spiritual 

journey. It was a jigsaw puzzle coming together, the whole picture Þtting perfectly.

What you read here are mere words. However many of us shared after the service with our feel-

ings. We were overwhelmed, inspired, Þlled with hope. These youngsters, who live in such a difÞ-

cult world, seem to have a Þrm foundation. WeÕre so glad to have them as part of Harcourt.

God Bless them all and those they meet on their journeys of faith.



ÒHot Five JazzmakersÓ Concert
!Ruth Tatham

The executive and members of the Guelph 
Wellington Chapter of Stroke Recovery Canada 
are extremely grateful to all the Harcourt people 
who helped so wonderfully in our May 14th pro-
duction of this outstanding success. Alison Mac-
Neill and the Harcourt Choir thrilled the capacity 
crowd with their gospel selections, and the seven 
members of TorontoÕs ÒHot Five JazzmakersÓ 
brought joy to all with their New Orleans style 
instrumental Dixieland music. Ron Hearnden 
was the showÕs excellent producer and coordi-
nator of prizes.

We will now be able to proceed with spon-
soring our ÒBruce McCallum ScholarshipÓ  as 
planned, a three-year commitment toward the 
post-graduate training in Aphasia treatment 
at the University of Western Ontario. Bruce 
McCallum was a very active member of our 
chapter, who died unexpectedly a year ago. 
Bruce was part of the Harcourt ßock for 
many years; he was also a life-long friend 
of Ron Hearnden.

Harcourt Church has provided on-going 
space for executive meetings and monthly 
Stroke SurvivorsÕ luncheons for us, for 
which we are deeply thankful. As well, we 
thank Darko Cikovic, our church custo-
dian, for going the Òextra mileÓ  for us 
with his helping hands!

 The chapter is in need of a collating 
editor for our bimonthly Stroke Recov-
ery Anyone with some computer skills 
and a little time is asked to contact Ruth 
Tatham at 519-821-3175, or Lorraine 
Holding at 519-822-5243. Thank you!

 Caroline Harcourt WomenÕs
Fellowship

June 14th will be our Annual Silent Auction 
in the gym. Proceeds will go to our summer pro-
jects, this time within the congregation. If desired, 
your auction objects (re-gifting, home baking, 
garden produce and ßowers, handicrafts) may be 
left ahead of time at Ruth TathamÕs, 53 Lynwood 
Ave. A pot luck lunch before the sale will begin 
sharply at noon. Note that there will be no Caro-
line Harcourt meetings during July and August.

June 2010
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Hear ye! Hear ye!
 Please make a note of June 27, 2010 for a Harcourt  Congregational Meeting, following the 10:30am service Ð well, after a short break for coffee, juice and snacks! This is the time of year when the Congregation is asked to elect people for open positions on Council, for the various Standing Committees, and other essen-tial appointments. There will also be updates on some on-going activities and an interim re-port on the new governance "experiment", as well as a chance to ask questions that may be on your minds. There are a number of criti-cal positions to be Þlled for next year's Council and Committees, and you are encouraged to speak to any member of Council if you are will-ing to take part in the work and joy of leader-ship at Harcourt.



Library Lines
Brenda Kelly

New in the Library!!

Fiction
! Frazer, Margaret; The Squire's Tale –

a Dame Frevisse mystery 

! Tremayne, Peter; Our Lady of Darkness – 

a Sister Fidelma mystery

Videos
! DVD TAPE 14: Veggie Tales Pistachio – 

the little boy that wouldn't

! DVD TAPE 15: Wilson, Tim; Grief-

walker

Non-Þction

! 241.4 –	

 Chittister, Joan; Uncommon 

" Gratitude

! 296 –	

 VanderKam, James; Dead Sea

" Scrolls Today

! 332 –	

 Dominguez, Joe; Your Money or 

" Your Life

Garage Sale Postscript
As of May 9, the funds raised totalled 

$2093.70.! This wonderful amount is! thanks!your 
co-operative donating decisions, so that we were 
able to avoid dumping fees, as well as ! some 
follow-up sales after the actual event.

Townhall on Growth, Gravel and 
Groundwater!

Council of Canadians, Guelph Chapter is host-
ing a panel discussion at Harcourt on ! Thursday, 
June 3rd at 7pm!! (during Canadian Environment 
Week). Expert panelists from GravelWatchOn-
tario, the Grand River Environmental Network 
and North Dufferin Agriculture and Community 
Taskforce plus hydrological engineering profes-
sional, Dr. Hugh Whitely will discuss the impact 
of quarries, pipelines, roads and new-builds on 
our future sustainability within the city and Grand 
River watershed.

 For further information contact:
Norah Chaloner at 519-823-9601.

Harcourt Herald Ð The ÒCelebrate 85!Ó Issue
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Passages
Births:

Alexander William Ronkine
3rd grandson for Lawrie & Carol Jones

Ellen Margaret Fortune
born on April 22nd

daughter for Paul & Jane Fortune,
baby sister for Jake & Kelsey

Rohen Kyle Eikelboom
born Sunday May 23rd

son for Ronda & Peter Eikelboom
and a brother for Haydn and Joshua

Baptized on May 9, 2010
Camryn Sussane Stam

daughter of Gerrit and Alyson Stam

Marcus Edmund Hofer-Ryan
son of Kimberley Ryan and Kathryn Hofer

Zoelle Avila Girardi-Barrett
daughter of Colleen Barrett and Pamela Girardi

Jillian Leigh Lacourciere
daughter of Eric and Leigh Anne Lacourciere 

Weddings:
May 29th, 2010: Jennifer Copland & Ivan Li 

Deaths:
May 23rd, 2010:  Ethel Ogilvie

beloved wife of John

Funerals:
May 6th, 2010:  Marjorie Fraser
May 11th, 2010: Royce Taylor



Evensongs for the Soul
Chant and Cello in

Concert Improvisations

David Darling, Grammy award winning cellist
Norma Gentile, vocalist and sound shaman

Fresh from winning the 2010 Grammy for Best 
New Age Album, eclectic composer/cellist David 
Darling joins with vocalist and sound shaman 
Norma Gentile in an evening of spontaneous 
music-making.  

This program is offered twice; Friday, June 
11th at 8pm in downtown Toronto at The Church 
of the Holy Trinity and Saturday, June 12th at 
8pm at Harcourt. Tickets for both events are $25 
and are available in advance online at 
www.healingchants.com or at the door starting 30  

minutes before each concert. For the Guelph con-
cert only, tickets can be purchased in person at 
The Bookshelf. Advance tickets are strongly rec-
ommended.

Women of Harcourt...
All women of Harcourt and their friends are 

invited to a time of friendship, peace and renewal 
at Eramosa-Eden Retreat Centre on Saturday, 
September 25th from 9:30am to 4pm. Eramosa 
Eden Retreat Centre is located on 11 acres of 
woods bordering the Eramosa River.

Leadership will be provided by Rev. Wendy 
Brown and Diane Clark. For more information 
about the retreat, watch your bulletins or contact 
Diane or Wendy. WeÕre looking forward to seeing 
you there.  m

June 2010
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Harcourt Herald  Notes for Contributors & Upcoming Issues
Thanks very much to everyone who has contributed articles and notices over the past eight months. 
I have never been at a loss for articles and, on occasion, have had to add pages! Here are a few 
things to keep in mind when submitting:

1. First of all, everyone in the Harcourt community is welcome to submit articles, artwork & 
notices about the life and work of our Church. To help you gauge length Ð a single column in the 
HH is about 300 words. Please try to keep notices to 150-200 words and articles to 500-600 
words. Remember: less is more!

2. I am always looking for cover art Ð so get creative over the summer and send in your work!

3. When preparing articles and notices, please do not double-space after a period. Since the evolu-
tion from typewriters to word processors, only a singe space is required. On the same note, do 
not use the space bar to create blank space Ð try setting a tab instead. This may sound picky, 
but I spend a lot of time reformatting and removing unnecessary spaces.  

4. By the way Ð your spell checks are very helpful. Thank you for being so vigilant!

5. There will be a Special July-August issue of the Herald  but with a difference! Rather than 
the usual assortment of articles, let#s give the regular contributors a rest and submit word puz-
zles, sudokus, quizzes, quotes, book lists, things to see and do Ð you know Ð things to help us 
through those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer. Share your creativity! Deadline: June 15th.

6. Lastly the next regular issue of the HH will be published at the end of August for September, so 
mark August 15th on your calendar for the deadline. Don#t let summer slip by without writing some-
thing for September!  Ð Thanks!"

Ð Terry

http://www.healingchants.com
http://www.healingchants.com


The Life & Work of Harcourt Memorial United Church
Chair of Council : Roz Stevenson; Clerk of Session: Linda Stockton-Wigmore

Treasurer: Brian Magee; Envelope Secretary: Heather Hoeg

Harcourt Sponsored Groups:
ChildrenÕs Church, Grade 6,7,8 Youth Group, High School Youth Group, Guides, Beavers, Cubs,

Scouts, Margaret Rose UCW, Caroline Harcourt WomenÕs Fellowship, WomenÕs Spirituality,
MenÕs Spirituality, Morning Mindstretch, Dancing With Scripture Bible Study,

MenÕs Breakfast Group, Choir, Handbell Choir, Harcourt Independents, Collective Kitchen,
Sacred Circle Dance, Walking the Labyrinth, Harcourt Bridge Club, Tai Chi, Guitar Group,

Quilting Group, Prayer Shawl Ministry, The Learning Circle

Groups using Harcourt facilities:
Royal City Preschool, LightShine Singers, Kiwanis Music Festival, Stroke Recovery Canada,

Guelph-Wellington Chapter, Rainbow Chorus, University Women-Civic Affairs,
Guelph Concert Band, Guelph Chamber Choir, K-W Symphony Baroque & Beyond,

KAIROS Guelph Committee, Alpha Rhythm Roots Drumming Group,
College Heights Secondary School Ð School to Career Program

On-going Outreach Involvement:
Mission & Service Fund, Advent & Lenten Appeal, Project Uganda, Welcome-In Drop-in Centre,

University of Guelph Campus Ministry, Hunger Relief (Saturday Night Suppers; Chalmers
Community Services Centre who sponsor Chalmers Downtown and Chalmers West)

Harcourt Memorial United Church
An Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Canada

Worship Times:
Sunday 9:00am and 10:30am

(In July & August Ð one service only at 10:00am)
A nursery is provided on Sunday morning for babies and toddlers.

ChildrenÕs Church is held in conjunction with the 10:30am service for children 2 to teens.

StillPoint Worship
12:45-1:15pm Ð Wednesdays in the Chapel

Ministers:
The People with Reverend Wendy Brown & Reverend Jim Ball

Director of Music Ministry: Alison MacNeill

m

Ð All are Welcome! Ð


